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Old Basing Infant School

Principles of High Quality, Inclusive Teaching & Learning
At Old Basing Infant School, we have clear principles which underpin our work and the provision of education for children. At the heart of all we do is the belief that children must have a say in their learning and be making decisions to help ensure a high level of engagement and participation. We believe that “The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children” (Article 3) and that our curriculum should support this. In doing so, we hope that all children are enthusiastic to come to school and don’t want to miss a single day. 
It is important that our curriculum takes account of our duties within equal opportunities legislation; specifically, in regard to race, disability, religion or belief and that the children in our school can see themselves reflected within the curriculum. Our Golden Threads of Courage, Power, Equality and Diversity are woven throughout our teaching and learning so that children can see them in action across all areas of the curriculum. 

Progress and success for all – Every child must be able to access their learning through well planned, progressive and effective teaching which recognises and addresses individual needs. Ordinarily Available Provision in each classroom ensures that every child will achieve and no child will be overlooked.
Clear purpose to children’s learning – Planning for learning will have purpose and clear objectives in order to closely target children’s next steps and progress.
Learning will happen in every lesson – Teachers find out what children can do and know, through retrieval, can’t yet do, then teach it and let them practise it. Teaching will ensure the right content is being taught to the right children at the right time and in the right way for groups and individuals.
Learning is fun – Children and teachers will be enthusiastic about learning. Children will have a say in their learning and demonstrate active participation, showing a thirst for knowledge and individual progress and improvement. We aim to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum that fulfils the requirements of the National and EYFS curriculum, whilst giving our children the opportunity to have an input into what and how they learn. This upholds Articles 12 and 13 of the UNCRC.
Teaching will be responsive and flexible – Teachers will respond to the flow of a lesson and children’s reaction to the learning, providing support and challenge appropriately within lessons to ensure learning happens for every child. This includes careful consideration of the role of adults in the lesson, reactive marking to support progress, the use of different teaching methods and styles to fit the learning and needs of the children at the time and maximising learning time in every lesson.
Learning is challenging – Children and teachers know learning happens when children are challenged to go beyond their current understanding. Children are encouraged to challenge themselves as well as being challenged by an exciting curriculum. We aim for all children to embody our school vision of ‘Courage to try, power to change’.
Expectations of teachers and children are high – Quality learning happens in well managed classrooms where low-level disruption is addressed quickly and effectively and high expectations are set for behaviour.
Learning will provide time for thinking, talking, collaborating and solving problems – lessons over time will present learning in a range of different ways, allowing for the use of these skills individually or collectively. Lessons will allow children time to retrieve knowledge, practise skills, rehearse, ask questions and find answers.
